Farview Park on the Moosic Mountain on the D&H Gravity Railroad 


By S. Robert Powell, Ph.D. 


The picnic park that the D&H established at the summit of the Moosic Mountain at Farview 
opened in September 1885 (see article in BLHS Bulletin, May 2021, pp. 15-17, 19, 29). What 
may well have been the first excursion to the D&H’s “new resort at No. 9 Gravity” was the one 
hosted by the Carbondale Mozart Band on September 18. 


The D&H, at this time, produced a flyer about Farview Park, "The Mountain Top Excursion 
Resort on the Line of the Delaware and Hudson Railroad." From that flyer, we learn that special 
round-trip rates from many destinations were offered for parties of up to 500 persons, that half 
rates were charged children between the ages of 5 and 12, and that a special train would be made 
available for groups of 200 or more persons. A round-trip ticket from Carbondale cost 30 cents, 
from Honesdale, 40 cents. (In thinking about the cost of those tickets, it is important to keep in 
mind that $1.00 a day, in the 1880s, was regarded as a very good day’s wage.) 





D&H Employee Picnic at Farview Park. Photo in the collection of the Carbondale Historical 
Society. 


As soon as the park opened in the spring of 1886, community groups from throughout the 
Lackawanna and Wyoming valleys scheduled spring and summer excursions. As word spread in 
the local communities about the virtues of the D&H’s new park on the Moosic Mountain, the 
size of the excursions to Farview, not surprisingly, increased with each passing week. 


Remarkably, 500 persons, who filled 20 Gravity Railroad excursion cars, attended the excursion 
to Farview that took place on June 16, the purpose of which was to raise funds sufficient to 
cancel entirely the debt which hung over Carbondale’s Memorial Park. 


View up the Plane, Honesdale 
~ 





D&H Gravity Railroad Passenger Train Departing from Honesdale. Seen here are an open-air 
passenger car and two standard closed passenger coaches, as they begin their ascent of Plane No. 
13. Photo by L. Hensel in the collection of the Carbondale Historical Society. 


In the Carbondale Leader of June 11, 1886, we read: ‘“‘Farview in Demand. / Farview is having 
an excellent patronage this summer. The following list so far scheduled for the present and next 
month shows that the D. & H. company will probably make a handsome amount out of it. They 
are lucky, however, in having so fine a resort. / Monday, June 14, Scranton and Honesdale 
Liederkranz. Wednesday, June 16, Park Association, Carbondale. Thursday, June 17, Jackson-St. 
Baptist Church, Scranton. Wednesday, June 23, St. Luke’s Church, Scranton. Tuesday, July 20, 
Keystone Cornet Band, Carbondale. Wednesday, July 21, Sons of Temperance, Green Ridge. 
Friday, July 23, St. James Church, Jermyn.” 


A summary statement for "This Week's Excursions at Farview" was published in the July 30, 
1886 issue of the Carbondale Leader. The numbers are astonishing: about a thousand people 
attended the Odd Fellows' excursion, over 500 people attended the picnic of the Presbyterians 
and Congregationalists, and an estimated 6,000 persons visited Farview on the occasion of the 
picnic there of the Irish Nationalists of Lackawanna County. The writer for the Carbondale 
Leader remarked, prophetically, at the end of his report: "If Farview’s popularity keeps 
spreading as it has lately we shan’t be surprised some day to see an excursion coming from 
Buffalo or Chicago." 


An interesting marketing opportunity for the D&H became available in 1886, when the Erie 
Railroad announced the opening of a new and short route from Carbondale to New York and 
return, via Honesdale. Potential excursion parties from New York City and the east, the D&H 
surely realized, could be encouraged to travel from Honesdale, via the D&H Gravity Railroad 
(five trains daily in 1886 each way between Carbondale and Honesdale) to the D&H's mountain- 
top excursion resort, Farview Park, and to Carbondale, via Level 20, through Shepherd's Crook. 
A morning and an afternoon train to New York City, accordingly, were scheduled from 
Carbondale's Union Depot: one way $5, round trip ticket (good for ten days) $6.75. By the 
closing years of the nineteenth century, excursion parties from New York City and the east to 
Carbondale were not uncommon. 


By 1887, excursions to Farview Park took place almost daily, with large crowds. On July 20, the 
Jr. A. P. A. parade took place in Carbondale, after which the crowd spent the day on the summit 
of the Moosics at Farview Park, with music provided by the Mozart Band and Kent's Orchestra. 
Fifteen hundred excursionists took the 10:30 A.M. train to Farview. Subsequent trains carried up 
22 more cars filled with excursionists, making a total of about 2,300 excursionists, the largest 
picnic of the year, to date, at Farview Park. 


Rave reviews for Farview Park, from far and near, were published in local newspapers. The first 
several lines of the following announcement of the August 1887 engagements for Farview Park 
that was published in the Carbondale Leader of July 28, 1887 say it all: 


“FARVIEW’S POPULARITY. / Still on the Increase—Dates for the Month of August. / 
Farview is in as much demand for August as in June or July, and more this year than ever before. 
It is doubtful whether the D. & H. officials when they prepared this delightful spot ever 
anticipated such a popularity for it—an engagement nearly every week day for several months. 
No other place in this section had the ‘run’ which Farview is enjoying with no prospects of an 
abatement of the stream. Private parties go there almost daily and excursion parties who have 


been once announce their intention of going again, so delighted are they with the attractions, 
natural and artificial.” 





Observation Tower at Farview Park. This is the higher of the two observatories at Farview, the 
top of which was 2,345 feet above sea level. From that vantage point, more than 20 cities and 
villages and 17 lakes could be seen. Photo in the collection of the Carbondale Historical Society. 


In the write up in the August 11, 1887 issue of the Carbondale Leader of the excursion party 
from St. James’ Catholic Church of Jessup to Farview Park (the largest picnic yet held at 
Farview), 78 loaded excursion cars carried the 3,500 excursionists to Farview Park. In that write- 
up, we read the following about Farview Park: "No place in Pennsylvania has ever had Farview’s 
popularity and none deserves popularity more." 


The Father Melley excursion on August 10, 1887, for the benefit of the Jessup Catholic church, 
was one of the largest, if not the largest, of the season. Trains from stations on the D. & H. road 
south brought about 2,200 excursionists to Carbondale. The number of visitors on the grounds at 
Farview was estimated at over 3,000. 


In the spring of 1888, the D&H installed a branch track from Plane No. 9 to the Farview picnic 
grounds, a track that would convey passengers to within 200 feet of the pavilion in Farview Park. 
In April, 1888, yet another improvement was made at Farview: a commodious depot was 
constructed. 


Detailed accounts of the hundreds of excursions to Farview Park from the opening of the park in 
1885 to the end of the nineteenth century are given in Volume IX (290 pages) in the present 
author’s 24-volume series on the D&H. 


Given below are the basic facts about some remarkable Farview excursions from 1889 to the end 
of the century. 


--Memorial Day Excursion, 1889: opening day for the season, 2,000 people attended 
--September 10, 1889, Second Annual Temperance Reunion: 1,500 passengers transported to 
Farview Park in 40 Gravity passenger cars 

--July 17, 1890, Apollo Social Club: balloon ascension and parachute descent by Thomas 
Greenleaf, 71 Gravity cars, between four and five thousand persons in attendance 

--July 23, 1890, German Saengerbund: 34 Gravity cars used to transport attendees 

--August 20, 1890, Hospital Benefit: 1,000 persons 

--August 17, 1891, Apollo Social and Literary Club: parachute jump by Professor T. W. 
Greenleaf, three trips by the passenger train to get the crowd to Farview and return 

--August 17, 1892, Apollo Social Club: Professors Baldwin and Greenleaf made balloon 
ascensions and parachute drops, both from an altitude of one mile before they cut their parachute 
from their balloon, 2,000 people attended 

--August 25, 1892, Davies and Griffin benefit for two to three thousand poor and destitute 
children from Scranton 

--Labor Day,1892: 3,000 people to Farview, 95 Gravity Railroad excursion cars required 
--September 1, 1892, the fourth annual tournament of the Carbondale Tennis Club: described as 
"the most successful set of matches ever played in northeastern Pennsylvania" 

July 4, 1893, Fourth of July celebration: 3,500 to 4,000 people at the annual celebration at 
Farview Park 

July 13, 1894, United Sabbath Schools of the Presbyterian, Methodist, Baptist, Episcopal, and 
Congregational Churches of the City of Carbondale: 4,000 people attended 

--August 14, 1894, The Fifteenth Annual Seven County Civil War Veterans Reunion: enormous 
crowd at the Park; “It took seven men half a day at Carbondale to count the money taken in from 
the stands at Farview.” 

-- Up to August 15, 1894: forty thousand more people visited Farview Park in 1894 than visited 
the park in 1893 

--Labor Day Celebration, 1894: 60 Gravity cars required to transport visitors to Farview, ox roast 


--August-September 1894, Sixth Annual Tennis Tournament (The Delaware and Hudson 
Championship Cup): hosted by the Carbondale Tennis Club 

--July 30, 1895, Carbondale Sunday Schools Combined Outing: 1,200 excursion tickets sold 
--June 22, 1897, the United British American Societies of Northeastern Pennsylvania: excursion 
to Farview to commemorate the Diamond Jubilee of Queen Victoria, seven thousand people 
assembled in Farview Park to join in the festivities 

--August 17, 1898, Picnic of the Methodist Sunday Schools of Jermyn, Carbondale, and 
Honesdale: 1,500 people in attendance 


In 1898, the Erie Railroad incorporated a ride on the D&H Gravity Railroad and a visit to 
Farview Park (where luncheon would be served) on an Erie excursion departing from New York 
City on October 12, with a round trip fare of $1.50. Ads for this excursion were placed in the 
New York Tribune and the Brooklyn Eagle. 





Carbondale Tennis Club. Photograph by the Carbondale photographer, Pierce, in the Gritman 
Collection of the Carbondale Historical Society. Standing (left to right): Lillie Baker, Ann 
MacMillan, Will Lathrope, Lizzie Orchard, Frank Burr. Middle row: Charley Orchard, 
unidentified, Will Gritman, Nettie MacMillan, Nick Moon. Lower row: Dr. Meaker, Hattie 
Pascoe, Fannie Raynor, Mrs. Hoyt. Photo in the collection of the Carbondale Historical Society. 


In the Carbondale Leader of April 14, 1899 (p. 5) it was announced that Farview Park would 
open, as usual, on Memorial Day, the Gravity-gauge D&H tracks having been widened to 
standard gauge. The Main Street Gravity station would no longer to be used. Passengers to 
depart from the Union Station in Carbondale. It was said to be a settled fact that efforts were put 
forward to give the resort a greater patronage than ever, and that the Erie would run a large 
number of excursions to Farview Park from New York City. 


On Tuesday, May 30, the 1899 excursion season opened, and more than 2,000 persons went up 
to Farview Park. They traveled in about 30 of the old narrow-gauge open-air cars that had been 
widened to standard gauge and fitted with glass fronts to keep out the cinders from the 
locomotive. The cars left from the city station and went up the mountain, not through the Gravity 
planes (Nos. 1-8, which were no longer used), rather up the former light track via Lookout 
Junction, White's Crossing, Shepherd's Crook, and on to Farview Park, the cars being pulled by a 
steam locomotive. 


Farview's popularity as an excursion destination was not negatively impacted by the change in 
motive power in moving the excursion cars from Carbondale to the summit of the Moosic 
Mountain. 


On June 2, 1899, the members of the New Century Club of Carbondale picnicked at Farview. On 
May 29, the members of the club and invited friends were entertained at the home of Miss Alice 
Butler on Canaan Street. A highlight of that evening was a presentation by Mrs. C. T. Meaker of 
a number of stereopticon views of a trip to Europe, with accompanying description read by Mrs. 
L. A. Basssett. 


Up to 1899, the Erie Railroad had been kept out of the borough of Honesdale by the D&H. The 
end of the Erie tracks, therefore, was in Texas Township, half a mile to the east from downtown 
Honesdale. Passengers who wished to continue their rail journey from Honesdale to the west 
(Carbondale and beyond) had to de-train at the depot in Texas Township and transfer to a coach 
to reach the D&H depot in downtown Honesdale. In 1899 the Erie tracks were extended 
westward into downtown Honesdale, and a new Union depot erected on Main Street. 


In June 1899, it was announced in the Wayne Independent that the rails that would be used to 
connect the Erie Railroad and the Delaware and Hudson in Honesdale had arrived and that 
Foreman Philip Ryan and his men were then engaged on the work of connecting the two roads. 


Excursions would be run to Honesdale and Farview during the summer, it was announced by the 
Erie Railroad, from all points on the New York and Delaware divisions of the Erie Railroad, also 
from New York City. This new arrangement was a great convenience and meant a saving of time 
and money to the patrons of the Erie road. For the D&H, it meant increased passenger revenues, 
because through trains to New York City on the D&H were now possible. At this time, the Erie's 
Texas Township depot was closed and the former Delaware and Hudson depot at Honesdale was 
converted into a freight house. 


On July 4, 1899, a "grand gala day" was celebrated at Farview, "the most attractive excursion 
resort in Pennsylvania," with a baseball game between two very popular local clubs, 
refreshments served by Hanley of Scranton, and a concert by Bauer's Band of Scranton. 


The annual excursion of the Amaranth Club of Carbondale to Farview took place on July 17, 
1899, and twenty railcars of excursionists spent the day at Farview. Highlights of the day 
included a balloon ascension by Professor A. Randolph Parry of Rochester, two baseball games, 
and music for dancing provided by the Mozart Band. During the day, in addition, the Black 
Diamond Double Quartet of Scranton rendered some of the latest vocal and instrumental music. 


On July 22, 1899, ten thousand excursionists (the largest crowd of the season) spent the day at 
Farview at the reunion of the Odd Fellows from Wayne, Luzerne, and Lackawanna Counties. 
The highlight of the day was the conferring of the degree of chivalry upon over twenty-five 
women and four chevaliers. It is the most elaborate ritualistic ceremony in the ritual of the order 
and held the attention of all present from start to finish. 


On August 21, 1899, the Erie announced a midsummer excursion from New York (Newburg and 
Suffern) to Carbondale, “stopping at Beautiful FARVIEW.” In the broadsheet about the 
excursion we read: “The midsummer glories of mountain and valley are nowhere more 
delightfully combined than in this region of which Washington Irving spoke in terms of highest 
praise more than fifty years ago. / Farview needs little description--it speaks for itself. A 
beautiful park on the mountain-top, observatories, charming walks and drives, and magnificent 
scenery, make it an ideal spot for a day’s outing.” Six hundred excursionists from southern New 
York, near Port Jervis and Monticello, came to Carbondale on this excursion. 


The Delaware and Hudson Canal Company’s Gravity Railroad ceased to exist on January 1, 
1899. In the following thirteen months, the former Gravity line was converted to a standard 
gauge line, Shepherd’s Crook was replaced with a switchback, and the South Canaan Loop was 
constructed. Excursions to Farview Park continued throughout 1899 as the former Gravity line 
was being converted to standard gauge. 


In September 1899, the Erie Railroad hosted three weekly excursions to Carbondale. On 
September 9, the second excursion, 763 excursionists from Patterson, Newark, Jersey City, and 
New York City came to Carbondale, with a stop at Farview Park on the way. Six days later, on 
September 15, 1899, another Erie excursion, in two sections, from New York arrived in 
Carbondale. There were 972 people in this excursion, which also stopped at Farview Park. 


Those Erie excursions were the final rail excursions to Farview Park, which closed permanently 
that September. From September 1885 to September 1899, Farview Park had served as a major 
excursion and recreational destination on the D&H on the Moosic Mountain above Carbondale. 
During those years, in twelve regular closed passenger cars and thirty-six open-air excursion 
cars, the D&H transported as many as 15,000 passengers a day to Farview Park. 


Rail service on the D&H between Carbondale to Honesdale (without the added attraction of 
Farview Park) continued, of course, as usual. On February 1, 1900, the South Canaan Loop was 


completed, and the standard-gauge rail line from Carbondale to Honesdale, known as the 
Honesdale Branch of the Delaware and Hudson Railroad, opened. 


In the years that followed, the D&H, at Lake Lodore, at the base of the Moosic Mountain at 
Waymart, working with a group of prescient entrepreneurs in Wayne County for their mutual 
benefit, formed the Lake Lodore Improvement Company (LLIC) and brought into existence a 
first-class excursion destination and resort, Lake Lodore Amusement Park, and once again, the 
D&H became an active participant in the recreation industry in northeastern Pennsylvania. That 
joint endeavor, like the history of Farview Park, is an interesting story, and it is one that we will 
tell in this column as we move forward. 


Kok OK Ok Ok Ck 


